
Camp, included Chris Shanter, Greg Baker and 
Jim Beine. 

The evening wrapped up with music and 
dancing. Choozy Mothers, with Tony Boyer, 
Steve Stryhorn, Jeff Stephen, and Joe Truttmann 
entertained the guests until well after 12:30 a.m.

Hundreds of our Camp Family not only 
came together to reminisce with friends, but 
generously supported the place we all love 
so dearly. The final net income realized from 
the dinner and benefit auction was $46,554 
– 86% more than our goal! Please accept our 
heartfelt HEEPWAH and thank you to the 50th 
Anniversary Committee, and to everyone who 
attended and made the evening so successful.

Jeanie Reime Heller summed it up perfectly, 
“What a spectacular event… I know it took the 
work of a cast of many to bring it off, and it 
showed. Thanks to everyone for creating this 
amazing event. It made us feel so good about 
Camp Ondessonk!”

The vestibule of the Shrine Church in Belleville, 
Ill., was bubbling with anticipation as smiles, 
hugs, handshakes, and conversation immediately 
renewed friendships from throughout the past 
50 years. Several hundred of our Camp family 
came together to celebrate the Eucharist and 
enjoy a magical evening.

At 5:00 p.m., April 18, Lodge members, 
carrying the colorful unit flags, processed 
through the Church followed by Fathers 
Brian Barker, Leo Hayes, and Jim Daugherty. 
Reminiscent of Camp Masses in the 1960s, 
Barb Schutzenhofer and Ginny Boyer O’Brien 
played and sang several familiar Camp hymns. 
Current Lodge officials, Ryan Brummer, Cassie 
Buchheit and A.J. Wilkinson assisted with the 
readings and carrying the gifts. 

After Mass, the celebration continued at the 
conference center, where more than 350 people 
stepped through the re-created Camp Ondessonk 
“Gate,” built by Jim Shively, and filled the 
hallways as stories from the past five decades 
were told and retold. 

Guests had the opportunity to bid on one-of-
a-kind silent auction items as they mingled. A 
beautiful Camp Ondessonk 50th Anniversary 
Wooden Box hand-crafted by Jason Valentine 
was a big hit, as well as an original 1954 Camp 
Pakentuck patch donated by Gabby Hodges, and 
the hand-carved walking stick created by Keith 
Brennan from wood found at Camp.

The doors to the dining area opened, and 
everyone spilled into the candle-lit room as Erin 
and Brennan Brooker serenaded everyone with 
Irish music. St. Louis TV and radio personality, 
Steve Jankowski, whose father helped build 
Camp in the late 1950s, served as master of 
ceremonies, and Father Leo Hayes offered the 
invocation.

After a delicious meal prepared by the Shrine 
staff, there were greetings from board chair, 
Judy Blase Woodruff, and a presentation from 

the executive director, Dan King, explaining the 
Campership Fund and the positive impact it has 
on so many campers.

Guest auctioneer Dave Schumacher began the 
verbal auction that included items like a 50th 
Anniversary Unit Shirt Quilt, handmade by Ann 
Davinroy Lintzenich, a 4.5 carat Amethyst and 
Diamond Pendant donated by Scott and Chris 
Anderson of Union Diamond, and a concrete 
Garden Bench displaying the Unit colors, made 
by Laura Edgar Whelan and Connie Edgar 
Lanaghan, that sold for $1,700! The verbal 
auction was followed by an exciting game of 
“Deal or Camp O Deal,” where bidders placed 
their bids blindly for the silver case with the 
name of their favorite Unit on it.   

A final auction in the form of a “paddle call,” 
designated to the Campership Fund, raised 
$8,040 and will be used to support less fortunate 
and underprivileged youth to attend Camp this 
summer. 

“We are blessed to have such generous and 
dedicated friends who are providing for those 
less fortunate, to experience the life-changing 
benefits of a week at summer camp,” said 
Dan King. “We sincerely thank everyone who 
opened their hearts and wallets.”

Former Camp director Gene Canavan held 
everyone’s attention as he remembered stories 
from the past. The Lodge Officials ended the 
formal program by presenting the St. Jean 
de Brebeuf Awards and the Merit of St. Rene 
Awards. Those awarded with the Brebeuf 
Award, recognizing a Lodge Member for 
outstanding contributions to Camp and to the 
Lodge, were Marci Harper Stephens, Nikki 
Enderle and Pati Egan. The St. Rene Awards, 
recognizing a non-Lodge member volunteer for 
their outstanding service and contributions to 
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Camp Celebrates 50 Years with Mass, Gala, and Auction

Fr. Leo Hayes enjoys the event.

St. Jean de Brebeuf Award recipients with the 2008-2009 
Lodge officials.  

A group of friends gather for a picture.

A group of former staff from the 1970’s 



Support for the 
Campership Fund hit 
an all-time high this 
year, and the proceeds 
from the Gala and 
Benefit Auction and 
the Staff Auction 
fueled the momentum.

“We are blessed to 
have such generous 
and dedicated friends 
who are providing for 
the less fortunate,” 
said Dan King at 
the Gala and Benefit 

Auction following 
the Paddle Call.  Over 
$8,000 were raised 
during this new auction 

segment, where bidders raised their paddles to 
make a dollar pledge for the Campership Fund.

Just as inspirational was the summer staff 
auction.  Staffers pledged over $6,500 for 
the Campership Fund, an incredible amount 
considering over half of the staff make just 
minimum wage in a week.  “It’s all for the kids!”  
was the rallying cry.

The Campership Fund serves under-privileged 
families by providing all or part of their summer 

fixtures.  Volunteer groups from Breese / Clinton 
County and Fairview Heights, IL area parishes, 
led by Vern Kuhl, Jim Richter, and Dave McCoy, 
rebuilt the wall behind the dining hall, completed 
finish carpentry, painted, and provided other 
finishing touches including electrical work.  
Ultimately, at least 100 volunteers, ranging in age 
from 10 to 85, contributed to the project over the 
course of three months.  

I believe the volunteer initiated renovation of 
Camp Ondessonk’s old dining hall is a pure, 
loving, and inspiring demonstration of Camp 
Spirit.  When I walk inside, I feel it.  The energy 
and enthusiasm of the volunteers helped me 
realize that it is not necessarily the building itself, 
it is the relationships and experiences that have 
developed within the structure for the last fifty 
years that make it so meaningful.  Even today, 
with the new dining hall well broken-in, every 
camper attending Ondessonk steps into the old 
building at least once for Sunday registration.  
Fifty years of memories have developed within 
the building.  Many more are to come.  

For the campers of Ondessonk, 

Dan King
Executive Director

Dear Friends,

In January we 
were contacted by 
longtime Ondessonk 
friend, Wade Flake.  
“I’d like to get 
a group of folks 
together to do a 
project for Camp.  At 
the end of the day, 
we want to be able 
to stand back and 
see what has been 
accomplished”.  Under the direction of Camp 
Rangers Mike Jennings and Eric Brennan, Wade’s 
offer quickly turned into a major renovation of 
Camp Ondessonk’s original dining hall building.  

The work began when Wade and Gene Canavan, 
former Camp Director, donned their raingear to 
pressure wash the interior of the building from 
top to bottom.  In the weeks to follow, many 
individuals and groups contributed their time and 
resources to the project.  Some fifteen members 
of the Marion Knights of Columbus and their 
children replaced the bug screens and repaired 
structural problems.  Wade and Gene returned 
with a group of their buddies, all of whom are 
former campers and staff members, to resurface 
the old tables and benches, seal the cedar beams, 
and refurbish the original wagon wheel light 
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tuition.  The Monsignor John T. Fournie 
Campership Fund is a full-scholarship program, 
and serves minority children from the Belleville 
and E. St. Louis area.  Partnering with Catholic 
Urban Programs and Big Brothers and Big Sisters 
of St. Clair County, our goal is to double the 
number of scholarship recipients during each of 
the next two summers.

The Camp Ondessonk Campership Fund provides 
up to 60% of tuition coverage for families with 
a demonstrated financial need.  The Ondessonk 
community has stepped forward to dramatically 
increase this funding during the last three years, 
and many children are at camp this summer 
primarily because of this Fund.

With the economic downturn, more families are 
requesting assistance for tuition, and our waiting 
list is still long.  With the swelling support from 
our donors and friends, we can offer the special 
kind of Camp Ondessonk experience that many 
of us have enjoyed  -- to the children who can 
benefit the most.

If you are interested in contributing to the 
Campership Fund, or you would like to sponsor 
a camper for the 2009 Summer season, contact 
Connie Lanaghan, Director of Development 
at connie.lanaghan@ondessonk.com, or 
618-980-3335.  Or contact Dan King at  
dan.king@ondessonk.com or 618-695-2489.

Campership Fund Sky High!

Brennan Brooker plays a 
hand-crafted guitar that 
sold for $1,000 at the 
staff auction.
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Our 50th Anniversary celebrations continued 
with an Open House June 6, 2009, the day before 
Summer Camp opened.  More than 580 guests 
enjoyed a day at Camp that included guided 
hayrides around the lake, trail rides, archery, 
swimming, boating, guided hikes, handicrafts, 
and free meals.

The evening started with the dedication of a 
monument by Bishop Edward Braxton, followed 
by Mass in the Grotto.  A delicious meal in 
the new dining hall was followed by a special 
campfire featuring performances, skits, and 
stories from every era of Camp history. 

Thanks to Lucia Hodges, Eric and Jenny Drainer 
Schauster, Dan King and his full-time staff, along 
with Evan Coulson and the outstanding summer 
staff.  A special thanks to Gordon Food Service 
for donating the food for the day.

“The 50th anniversary event this past Saturday was 
more than I ever would have expected. It brought 
back so many memories that I had forgotten that you 
just wouldn’t imagine. I met many new people who I 
will now consider my new Ondessonk friends and I 
saw several people from the past that I went to grade 
school with from St. Philip in East St. Louis, Ill.  It 
went beyond my expectations.” - Former Camper

“Ondessonk is still a very positive force in many 
people’s lives.  What a great time to celebrate our 
strong history and look forward to many more years 
of serving campers in a such a positive, life-changing 
way.” - Former Staff

“We would like to thank you and your marvelous 
staff for the great time we had yesterday at the 50th 
anniversary event.  Every staff member we met was  
patient, courteous, professional, and helpful.  The 
summer campers should blossom under the guidance 
of such a caring and knowledgeable group of young 
men and women.” - Parent of Camper

Camp begins its 50th summer with Open House

Dedicated by Executive Director Dan King and Blessed 
by Bishop Braxton, this 50th Anniversary Monument now 
stands at the end of the covered bridge. Bishop Edward Braxton and Fr. Leo Hayes prepare for 

Communion during open house Mass.  Fr. Hayes was 
the first Camp Ondessonk staff member to ultimately be 
ordained a priest (1961).

Gene Canavan, on left, and Mark Westerfield perform the 
classic skit Little Bunny Foo-Foo.
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- By Bill Clark 

As part of our 50th Anniversary celebrations, 
we have chosen to include a camp history 
written by former staff member Bill Clark.  We 
are planning to share his stories with you in 
four installments spread over two years of the 
newsletter. In this third installment, we have 
chosen to feature his story of how Tommy 
the Bear arrived at Camp Ondessonk.   The 
following are glimpses at the building of Camp 
Ondessonk, and are not intended to be anything 
other than the recollections of one man.

It was the summer of 1966, July to be exact. My 
first assignment as a priest was as an assistant 
at Camp Ondessonk. I had spent the seven 
previous summers at the camp as a counselor. 
The priest in charge was good at delegating 
responsibility and I was good at accepting all 
he could dish out. I remember him mentioning 
that a businessman from Belleville, one Omar 
Monds, wanted to donate a bear that he acquired 
in a card game. 

Tommy had been a wrestling bear since he 
was two years of age, the last few at Omar 
Monds’ club near Belleville. Omar, the astute 
businessman he was, had decided to cash in on 
some free publicity and donate Tommy to the 
Catholic Youth Camp some 120 miles away. 

I immediately interjected, “We don’t have a 
cage large enough to put a bear in!” I thought 
that was the end of it. 

The next Sunday, the camp director said, “By 
the way, the bear will be here tomorrow. The 
owner plans to leave Belleville around 9:00 
a.m. and should be at Camp a little after lunch. 
Can you take care of the bear?” “Yes.” I replied. 
However, I was still worried about the small 
cage that we had available. With some adapting, 

the cage would provide a walking 
area that was four feet by seven 
feet. 

I alerted the maintenance crew 
about the bear’s planned arrival. 
Noon came and went... No 
bear. Meanwhile, four hundred 
campers were going right on 
with their activities. Evening 
inspection of units and supper 
came… Still no bear. I began to 
relax. Perhaps the bear was not 
coming and we would not have to 
deal with him at all.

The evening activity was upon us 
as well as darkness. The campers 
were spread all over the Camp 
in a game called Pioneers and 
Indians. There were very few 
people in the main area where 
the cage for the bear was located. 
About 8:30 PM, just when I 
had given up on the bear ever 
arriving, a Miller High Life beer 
truck pulled into the main area of 
camp.  Omar Monds, Chick Fritz, 
who owns a beer distribution 
company in Belleville, and one 
of Mr. Monds’ employees had 
arrived to deliver the bear. Omar 
began to tell us how he had to 
hire a winch to get the bear cage 
up to the back of the truck, which 
took four hours.

The first attempt to get Tommy from his cage to 
the truck by just letting him walk out and onto 
the truck failed when he got scared.  “Omar, 
if it took you four hours to get the bear in the 
truck, how do you expect us to get him out of 
the truck?” I put it bluntly to him. “I’ve got 400 
campers to worry about. If you can get him out 
of the truck into the cage, we’ll take him.” With 
those terms before him, Omar had Chick Fritz 
pull the Miller High Life truck next to the cage. 
The maintenance crew, Jim Shively, Ed Barbier, 
Clyde Grogan and Ed’s jeep were standing by.

I can still see Omar scaling the back of the beer 
truck and opening the door. I fully expected 
the bear to come leaping out. Omar flicked his 
lighter on. There in the shadows was Tommy 
the bear. He was sitting in a metal trough full 
of water and ice. The bear had a six foot chain 
around his neck. Omar pulled on Tommy’s 
chain. The bear took a swipe at the chain and 
knocked it out of Omar’s hand. Tommy was 
not parting with his trough. With the help of Ed 
Barbier, his jeep, and a long chain, we pulled 
the metal cooler ever so gently out of the truck 
and set it beside the waiting cage. Tommy had 
climbed out when the trough first started to 
move.  

Then, again using Ed Barbier’s jeep and the 
chain attached to Tommy’s chain, we began to 

pull the bear out of the truck. Meanwhile, the 
maintenance crew had stationed themselves 
with four by six boards making a path to the 
cage door. One of the men had a cup of syrup. 
Tommy, with the nudging of the jeep, reached 
the back of the truck. The bear walked down 
the steps of the truck. The crew member shoved 
the syrup cup in Tommy’s face. Tommy turned 
and followed the sweet smell along the path of 
boards and into the open cage door.   A chore 
that had taken hours to accomplish, namely 
getting him into the truck, was completed in a 
matter of minutes in reverse.  Moments later the 
trio in the Miller High Life truck rode off into 
the night darkness.

Jim Shively got to go into the cage the next 
morning to retrieve the chain from the bear. 
Tommy stayed in the small cage for the rest of 
the summer.  A larger, more natural habitat was 
constructed the next year.

A permanent home was built for Tommy the 
Bear following the summer of 1966.  Needless 
to say, he was an instant favorite among 
Ondessonk visitors.  Tommy welcomed campers 
to Ondessonk from his enclosure near the 
parking lot until his death in 1994.  A second 
bear, Yonah, came to camp in 1995.  Yonah, the 
Cherokee word for “bear spirit” became ill and 
died in 2001.  To this day, people often ask “Do 
you still have the bear?”

A History of Camp Ondessonk - Tommy the Bear

Tommy lived at Camp until he died in 1994, and was buried near 
Timmy’s Well over looking all of Camp.

Yonah, Ondessonk’s second bear.
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Notes from the Ondessonk Family
Ben Gardner and Amy O’Shaughnessey.

Marriages
Steve Wissinger and Mary Murphy were married March 
13, 2009.

Adam Fields and Jamie Boeckmann were married June 6, 
2009.

Degrees
Jen Sportsman Rains graduated May 9, 2009 from SIU-
Edwardsville with a Doctor of Pharmacy.

Jen Stout graduated on May 16, 2009, from University of 
Illinois-Champaign with a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine.

In Memoriam
Rita Bybee died February 10, 2009.  She served the Camp 
community with 40 years of volunteerism.

Paula Halde, former camper and staff member, died April 
5, 2009.

Judy Meder Kassly, summer camp counselor (1967 - 68), 
died November 14, 2008.

Sara Spies, former camper and daughter to devoted 
Ondessonk volunteer Kurt Spies, died February 23, 2009.

Fred Renner, longtime friend to Camp Ondessonk, died 
February 19, 2009.

If you have news, births, weddings, graduations, 
accomplishments, etc. about campers, staff members, 
volunteers or board members to pass on, please send to: 
Will Shelton, Marketing Director, 3760 Ondessonk Road, 
Ozark, IL 62972 or will.shelton@ondessonk.com.  Please 
include maiden and married names, and their connection 
to the Ondessonk Family.

Expecting
Justin Rains and Jen Sportsman Rains are expecting their 
first child on November 6, 2009.

Doug and Louise Butcher McMinn are expecting their 
fourth child in November.

Births
Timothy Ray Harness was born November 19, 2008, 
weighing 7 lbs. 15 oz to parents Jason and Nancy 
Harness.  Timothy is their 4th child.

Lorelei Ray Wilson was born November 3, 2008, at 
11:45am, weighing 7lbs to parents Chris Neff and Jim 
Wilson.

Emma Nicole Guard was born Jan. 26, 2009 weighing 
6 lb. 5 oz. to parents Lacy Jennings Guard and Mitchel 
Guard.  Proud grandparents Mike and Becky Jennings.

Cecilia Grace Laury was born February 21, 2009, to 
parents Sarah and John Laury.

Dominic Paul Templin was born on January 28th, 2009 to 
parents Jessica and Brendan Templin.

Rachel Ann Holtgrave, daughter of Kyle and Trish (Bell) 
Holtgrave was born Sunday, April 12, 2009 weighing 2 
lbs. 13 oz. and measuring 15 inches long.  She was 12 
weeks early and spent 64 days in the hospital before she 
came home on June 15.

Engagements
Kiel Peregrin (Staff 2000-2005) and Amanda Lober (Staff 
2005).

Julian Watkins and Alison Koch.

Trevor Kell and Rachel Beatty.

Since 1959, the 
Camp Ondessonk 
Equestrian 
Program has 
served more than 
100,000 children 
and kids-at heart 
who have been 
introduced to the 
wonderful world 
of horsemanship. 
Unlike many 
camps, horseback 
riding has always 
been included in 
our sessions at no 
extra charge.

Our campers cherish the memories and 
experiences provided by our beloved herd of 
75+ horses, and our enthusiastic, dedicated 
riding instructors. Most of all, Camp 
Ondessonk is blessed to have many volunteers 
who have given their time, talent and treasure 
to build our excellent CHA-accredited 
program.

But in today’s world, the price of excellence 
is skyrocketing. We grow much of our herd’s 
hay, but our program incurs many other costs 
that quickly add up.

Camp Ondessonk is growing, and we want 
to build on the success of our 50-year-old 
showcase Equestrian Program. And there is a 
wonderful new way for you to help.

Adopting a Horse is a great way to make a 
difference in the lives of thousands of Camp 
Ondessonk campers. For the adoption fee, 
adopters provide for food, veterinary care, 
equipment maintenance and replacement, 
and other needs for the horse of their choice. 
Adoptions are renewed yearly.  Please join our 
supporters!

STABLE BENEFACTOR ($1,000 Level)
As a Camp Ondessonk Stable Benefactor, you 
will receive:

Sole sponsorship of your adopted horse• 
A certificate of adoption• 
An 8”x10” framed color photo of your horse• 
Recognition on a plaque in the barn• 
One weekend stay for 4 people at the St. • 
Noel Center
A Commemorative Horse Shoe • 
A digital image of your horse • 
Regular blog update from Camp about your • 
horse

STABLE SPONSOR ($500 Level)
As a Camp Ondessonk Stable Sponsor, you will 
receive:

Sole sponsorship of your adopted horse• 

A certificate of adoption• 
An 8”x10” framed color photo of your horse• 
A Commemorative Horse Shoe• 
A digital image of your horse• 
Regular blog updates from Camp about your • 
horse

STABLE PATRON ($250 Level)
As a Camp Ondessonk Stable Patron, you will 
receive:

A certificate of adoption • 
A 5”x7” framed color photo of your horse• 
A Commemorative Horse Shoe• 
A digital image of your horse • 
Regular blog update from Camp about your • 
horse

Please contact Kate Burgauer at 618-689-2489 
or stables@ondessonk.com or Connie Lanaghan 
at 618-980-3335 or connie.lanaghan@
ondessonk.com if you are interested in 
becoming an Adopt-A-Horse Patron!

Support our herd - Adopt a Horse!

Did you know that a single horse...
Eats more than $100 of feed and hay in a year?• 
Requires $175 in vet care to stay healthy and prevent • 
diseases such as the deadly West Nile virus?
Needs equipment (saddles, blankets, bridles) that • 
requires routine maintenance and replacement?
Must have routine hoof care that costs at least $50 • 
a year?

Ondessonk Awarded 
Grant

The Virginia Wellington Cabot Foundation 
(VWCF) recently awarded a $10,000 grant to 
Camp Ondessonk.  The funding is being used 
for the first round of purchases in the Ondessonk 
Stables Tack replacement program.  This 
initiative’s purpose is to allow for scheduled, 
consistent replacement of saddles and other tack 
as it ages and becomes unsafe.  VWCF funding 
will be used to purchase 20 new saddles during 
2009, replacing a little under one-fourth of the 
entire saddle stock.  Special recognition must be 
given to Tim Eiserle and Robin Wellington for 
sponsoring Camp Ondessonk’s grant proposal to 
the VWCF.  Heepwah Tim and Robin!
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A Spring Full of Volunteers

Natalie Hermanek, the creative force behind the unit murals in 
the dining hall, is joined by her mother Anne.

Members of Ondessonk’s 50th Anniversary Committee complete 
one of many planning meetings.

Wade Flake’s Old Dining Hall remodeling crew after a 
productive day of work.  

Althoff Catholic High School student volunteers spend a day 
spring cleaning with longtime Ondessonk Friend and teacher 
Sara Newton Shepard (back row in white hat).

Members of the Tri-State Lodge Tribe tackle the Council Ring 
creek restoration project.

Randy Barton, of the Marion Knights of Columbus, pitches in on 
the Old Dining Hall renovation.

Syd and Wade Flake use one of their bucket-trucks to inspect the 
Chapel bell tower and trim branches. 

Scott Bahan, center in hooded shirt, and his volunteer insulation 
work crew.  U.S. Green Fiber donated the materials and 
equipment to re-insulate five staff homes.

Wade Flake and Gene Canavan (on right) share their smiles 
after a long day of pressure washing in the Old Dining Hall.

Camp Ondessonk’s landmark covered bridge with a new cedar 
shake roof made possible by Greg Baker of Barnes Lumber, Norb 
and Zeb Garvey, Curt Fest, and many others who contributed 
talent and/or treasure to the project. 

Assistant Camp Ranger Eric Brennan (on left) positions cedar 
shakes for Curt Fest to nail in place.

Four of Jim McCoy’s volunteers. Working in three groups for just 
one day, this highly productive and skilled group helped complete 
the Old Dining Hall renovation, pitched in on the covered bridge 
roof, and rebuilt catwalks in the unit of Chabanel.

Dave McCoy (on right) speaks to one of the many volunteers he 
recruits each year from the Fairview Heights, Ill. area.

Norb Garvey prepares scaffolding for the covered bridge.



 Page 7

July 2009

By Casey Wessel
It was my third summer at Camp, and I was 
ready for a change of pace. That summer I had 
signed up for Horse Adventure with my two 
best friends, Amanda and Alexandra. None 
of us however, had had any experience with 
horses other than the trail rides at Camp the 
two previous summers. We were scared that 
we might be too inexperienced, but once the 
week started, we caught on right away. We were 
surprised at the friendships we made and how 
much we learned in just that short week. I can’t 
recall having homesickness any time during the 
week. Our second night, when we were staying 
at Durbin’s Barn, I realized that I wanted to 
work at Camp someday. When my friends and I 
left Camp at the end of the week, we cried as we 
said goodbye to the goofy group of people that 
we then called our friends.  

The next summer we returned to Horse 
Adventure and had another unforgettable week. 
Adventure made us feel like we were older 
and more mature campers. We weren’t on a 
schedule like everyone else. We did what we 
wanted when we wanted, and that sense of 
independence while being at Camp was what 
kept us coming back. 

Amanda and I had signed up for Shawnee Hills 
Backpacking later that summer during Girls 
1. I remember getting a call from Camp about 
two weeks before the trip. The trip had been 
cancelled because not enough people had signed 
up. We were heartbroken, but because we love 
Camp O so much, Amanda and I skipped our 

freshmen registration to go Rock Adventure 
during Girls 2. 

We were ecstatic to be back at Camp. To be at 
Camp twice in the same summer was a dream. 
Again we were a little scared. Neither of us 
had been rock climbing before, but we had 
amazing counselors. They taught us everything 
we needed to know, and we were out climbing 
the next day. On that trip we really felt like we 
knew our way around Camp. We had more free 
time to go exploring, and we spent a lot of time 
on the trails around Camp. Only four girls had 
signed up for the week, so we had a lot of time 
to talk to our counselors. They taught us what 
they knew about Camp and the outdoors. 

That trip was truly the trip that changed my life. 
I already loved Camp, but after that I couldn’t 
stop thinking about Camp O. It seemed like 
everything at home related to something I’d 
done, seen, heard, learned, or watched at Camp. 
Every paper I wrote, every speech I gave, and 
every show-and-tell I had was about Camp. 

The next summer I was fifteen and it was the 
last summer Amanda and I could be a camper. 
We’d done everything there was to do at Camp 
but then camp introduced a brand new program: 
River-to-River Backpacking Adventure. We 
were up for the challenge. 

Those were truly the best two weeks of my 
entire life. Yes, we were hot and sweaty and 
tired at times, but I’ll never forget the six 
incredible friends I made and the three amazing 
staff members we had. We were the perfect 
team. Each of us had our own personalities, 
but we meshed unlike any group I’d ever seen. 
We came home with hilarious inside jokes and 
new confidence in knowing we had hiked 40 
miles in eight days and had the best time of 
our lives doing it. We came home with a better 
appreciation for the food we have on the table, 
the flushing toilets we use everyday, the comfy 
bed we sleep in every night, and the purified 
water that comes straight out of the tap.

I didn’t do Adventure just for the experience but 
the memories and knowledge I brought home 
with me. For me, Camp was sitting in chemistry 
class next to my best friend and saying, 
“Remember when James told us carbon has four 
bonds?” 

I wrote a story in English and named all the 
characters after someone at Camp. Amanda and 
I spend every day in chemistry mapping the 
hikes we’ve been on at Camp. I gave a speech 
in oral communication about how to pack a 
backpack, and Amanda gave hers about how to 
use a compass. We call SlimJims “meatsticks” 

and we drink the juice every time we open a can 
of tuna (it’s not as bad as it sounds). 

I think about Adventure every day. It has taught 
me to live with less, have fun with what you 
have, get along with everyone, and have an 
open mind. After conquering horses, rocks, and 
the River-to-River Trail, I’ve learned that “I 
can’t do it” isn’t an option. I’m sure my friends 
and family are sick of hearing about Camp, but 
they’ll agree with me that adventure truly did 
change my life.

Casey will be taking on a different adventure 
this summer as a Senior CIT, part of 
Ondessonk’s summer staff.

The Benefits of Adventure

Casey with her pack for River to River Backpacking. Casey and her traveling companion, Amanda.

Casey with her horse, Ozzie, during Horse 
Adventure 2006.
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Adapted, original author unknown

Dear Heavenly Father,
Help me see that my Camp is composed of people like me.

I will make it what it is.
It will be friendly, if I am.

Its cabins will be filled, if I help fill them.
It will do great work, if I work.

It will make generous gifts that touch peoples lives,  
if I am a generous giver.

It will bring other people into its circle of heritage and 
tradition, if I invite and bring them.

It will be a Camp with a noble spirit, if I,  
who make it what it is, am filled with these same things.

Therefore, with your help God, I shall dedicate myself to the 
task of being all the things that I want my Camp to be.

Amen.

Camp Ondessonk Stewardship Prayer

Mission Statement
The mission of Camp Ondessonk is to 
provide an environment that inspires 
physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual 
growth for individuals and groups through 
the appreciation and stewardship of 
nature.

Vision Statement
The vision of Camp Ondessonk, a camp 
founded on the Catholic Faith, is to be 
the world’s best youth camp.  Inspired 
by positive role models, campers will 
experience the wonders of God’s creation 
through adventurous, challenging activities 
in a unique, rustic environment.
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July 5-11 Boys Season
Horse Adventure 2
Rock Adventure 1

July 12-18 Girls 1
Horse Camp 3
Rock Camp 2
CIT 3

July 19-25 Girls 2
Horse Adventure 3
Rock Adventure 2

July 26- Aug 1 Coed 4
Horse Camp 4
Shawnee Hills  
Backpacking Camp

August 2-8 Coed 5
Lodge Camp –NEW!
Horse Adventure 4

September 4-7 Labor Day Friends Weekend
September 18-20 Fall Family Camp
September 19 50th Anniversary Golf Benefit
October 9-11 Mother/Daughter Weekend
October 16-18 Fall Lodge Reunion
October 24 FREE Fall Festival

Upcoming Events
Mark your calendars for these upcoming events.

For more information please contact the camp office.

Parents have a new option to 
communicate with their campers 
this summer thanks to a new email 
service offered by Bunk1.  Parents 
can send one-way emails to their 
campers which are delivered with 
the regular mail call.  Campers will 
not be able to respond.

Also available are photo galleries, 
updates from camp staff, and the 
opportunity to purchase items 
featuring the photos from the 
galleries.

All content is password protected 
and all visitors to the site must be 
approved by Camp Ondessonk.  
Parents should register at www.
ondessonk.com or obtain a pre-
approval code at the opening day of 
their child’s camp session.

Email Your Camper This 
Summer!
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Summer 2009 is underway!


